
  

 

  Bethlehem United Methodist Church 

Outward Bound, Together, With Christ Renewing our Spirit,  
We Seek to Make a Difference in the World Around Us  

Through the Power of the Holy Spirit, for the Sake of the Kingdom. 

 From the Pastorõs Desk    October 2018   

Jesus Wept  

The 
Bethlehem  
Star 

The shortest verse in the English Bible is John 11:35, 
ñJesus wept.ò  I have always been puzzled as to why 
Jesus wept.  He came to Bethany to raise his friend 
Lazarus from the dead.  The sisters of Lazarus had 
sent word to Jesus that their brother was ill, hoping 
and expecting Jesus to come to Bethany and heal him.  
Jesus waited until Lazarus had died to come so that he 
could demonstrate that, not only did he have the pow-
er to heal, he had power over death itself.  He said to 
Martha, ñI am the resurrection and the life.  Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die.òv. 25.  Jesus knew very well that he was going to 
bring Lazarus back from the dead as a sign that He 
would conquer all death through His own death and 
resurrection.  So, why did he weep? 
 
When Jesus saw Mary and all those who were with 
her weeping, we are told that He was greatly dis-
turbed in spirit and deeply moved.  He asked to be 
shown the tomb and when He saw it, Jesus began to 
weep. v. 33-35.  Jesus is moved by our sorrow and 
grief and grieves with us and weeps.  The fact that 
Jesus weeps with us means that Jesus understands 

when we are experiencing suffering and loss.  Not 
only does Jesus understand our suffering, He suf-
fers with us.  He joins us in the deep places of our 
hurt and suffering; so we are not alone.   
 
This is a powerful demonstration of Jesusô love for 
us that, no matter how deep the loss and how low 
we may go, Jesus goes with us and comforts us.  He 
promises to never leave us and to be with us always 
even until the end of time.  We will all have experi-
ences of loss and suffering in life.  When they 
come, we can be assured that Jesus is there with us 
to weep with us.  Jesus wept and he still weeps.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
In Christ, 
  

 
 
  
  

 
 
 

 

Dˉ˥iʋ  
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The next gathering of the  

United Methodist Women will be  

Thursday, October 18 at 1PM. 
Our special guest speaker will be 

Kara Sensenig, BUMC preschool director 
and special guests 

Sara Shackleford and Susan Tinsley, 
preschool founders. 

On October 25, the United Methodist Women 

will visit Henry Fork Service Center, which 

serves impoverished children and families in the 
Doe Run area outside of Rocky Mount. Car pool from 

the church at 9AM; lunch to follow the tour. Contact 
Becky Camden for more information. 804.337.7876. 

 

Henry Fork Service Center has asked for dona-

tions of games for 6-9 year olds; slightly used are 

welcome!  Games such as Connect 4, Monopoly 
Jr., Lego sets, etc.  Also needed: non-bleach cleaning 

supplies such as 409. 
 

Help brighten the day for a senior at Runk and 

Prattñcome play Bingo with us! Sign up on the 

bulletin board outside the ladies room. We will 

email schedules to those willing to volunteer. 

Highlighting Our  
College Students 

 
Johnny Hughes is in his last year at VA Tech, double ma-

joring in Computer Science and Math.  He is the son of 

Reverend Susan Hughes and has been with Bethlehem 

since his mother became our Associate Pastor in January 

2018.  

Johnny spent the summer working in Charlottesville and 

is carrying a heavy credit load this fall and spring 2019 in 

order to graduate on time, even with a double major. 

When he is home for breaks, we sometimes see him at the 11:00 service.  Johnny is 

a bit quiet but extremely witty and fun to be around. 

Best wishes and welcome to Bethlehem! 
 

Lynda Imirie, President 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=college%20students&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl%2Cph%2Cpp%2Cbc%2Cca%2Cmv%2Cwt%2Cnt%2Cpt%2Cft
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Upcoming fall Mission tripï A group of 6-8 volunteers will go to Owsley County, KY from October 13-
20.   Approximately six will work in the elementary school, including Betty Woodford, Sarah Bogard, Deb 
and Terry Broadwater, Ron and Diana Barrett, and Terri Shea.  Nelson Cline will head up repairs. Please 
be in prayer for this team.  If you have questions or would like to sign up, contact Terri Shea at (804) 615-
6950. 
 
SML Walk To End Poverty sponsored by Lake Christian Ministries ï Hurricane Florence preempted 

our walk; however we met our ñBethlehem Soulsò goal of raising more than $3,100 and registering 45 
walkers to support LCM!  Final totals for all teams and corporate sponsors are being tallied.  Lake Chris-
tian Ministries hosted a Poverty Walk Celebration at BUMC on September 25.  The Bethlehem Souls were 

recognized as having the most walkers signed up!  A $250 prize was received but donated back to LCM.  
Thanks to everyone for your participation and donations. 

Early Response Teams (ERT)  Hurricane Florence has brought devastation to large areas of South Caro-
lina, North Carolina and potentially Virginia, Georgia and beyond.  We anticipate being called to send 
ERT team(s) in the coming weeks and possibly longer.  If you have a strong desire to help and are not ERT 
trained, please contact Carolyn Koontz and we will use you if we are allowed.  If you would like to con-
tribute financially to the recovery effort, please make your checks out to BUMC with Florence Recovery in 
the memo line. 
 
Charity Home Tour ï Donôt forget that the Charity Home tour is October 5-7!  If you signed up to work 
at a home, especially our church members Kelso and Koontz homes, thank you!  Please support the tour 
and the eight charities, including Henry Fork Service Center and SML Good Neighbors, that benefit from 
it by purchasing tickets and going on the tour. 
 
Lake Christian Ministries (LCM) collection items for October: toilet paper, tissues and paper towels. 

Helping neighbors suffering from poverty and food insecurity just 
got easier.  Lake Christian Ministries (LCM) is launching A Sim-
ple Gesture, a ñpantry pick-up program,ò on October 12. Donat-
ing is simple! One day each quarter, donors will fill a reusable 
grocery bag with requested items and leave it on their doorstep. A 
volunteer driver will pick it up and leave a new bag for the next 
pick-up. If there is no driver for an area, donors may drop off their 
bag at LCM or another designated site.   A Simple Gesture pro-
vides a steady flow of food and household items to LCMôs pantry 
and to neighbors in need.  
  
If you would like to become a do-
nor and/or a driver for your neigh-
borhood, simply fill out a  
registration card  

(available at partner churches and 
retailers) or email  

asimplegesturesml@gmail.com 
for more information.   

THANK YOU  
SO MUCH! 

The Island Pan Steel Drum 
Band loved playing for you and 
enjoying the wonderful dinner 
with everyone at the  

Beach Dinner and Concert  
on September 8.  

 
The best part of the evening 
was your generosity.  Together 
we raised over $2,000 for the 
Food for Kids Pack-a-Sack pro-
gram. God is so good to us!  

 
Thank you, Robyn Holmes 
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The Stewardship word this month is ñGivingò 
 

ñRemember this:  whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man should 
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.ò  2 Corinthians 9:6-7 
 
We all have given back through the years, and most likely, there were 
times we gave when it hurt or at least meant sacrificing something else in 

our lives.  But whether lifting thanks up to God, giving back to the community or sharing our blessings with 
church, the reward always doubles the gift.  The late Jim Rohn once said ñonly by giving are you able to re-
ceive more than you already have.ò  Winston Churchill spun it slightly different when he said ñwe make a 
living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.ò  Anybody that has ever given from the heart can 
certainly attest to those two truths.  And we can probably all quote by memory and personal experience the 
passage in Acts 20:35 ñé..it is more blessed to give than receive.ò   
 

The more we grow, the more we understand that what makes this world work, and life itself worth living, is 
sharing good fortune with those that need it.  At latest count, the U.S. currently has 1.7 million non-profits 
officially registered, and includes everything from óPuppies Behind Barsô to óSave Our Childrenô.  As of 
2009, those non-profits had assets totaling four trillion and income over three trillion.  Numbers, however, are 
just that, and they can never fully describe the human element that becomes the beneficiary of this generosity.  
Yet we know that not all non-profits are the same, share a common mission or even benefit human kind in any 
way.  So we all need to be diligent in researching the intended non-profit we are contemplating giving to in 
order to ensure their target aligns with our goals and, hopefully, in the most efficient way possible. Regard-
less, Gandi reminded us that ñthe best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service to others.ò  Ulti-
mately, it is not the size of the gift but the intent of the gift that counts.  2 Corinthians 8:12 states it this way:  
ñFor if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one 
does not have.ò   
 

 
by Paul Eveland 

 
Wonderful Wednesday Meals for  

October and November 
 
October 3ð  Chicken Stir Fry 
October 10ðBaked Potato Bar 
October 17ðChicken Veggie Casserole 
October 24ðHamburger Stroganoff 
October 31ðSoup Night 
 
November 7ð  Chicken Florentine Lasagna 
November 14ðMeat Loaf & Mac & Cheese 
November 21ðNO WW; Thanksgiving week 
November 28ðThe Best of Wonderful Wednesday 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=22&image_type=cl%2cph%2cpp%2cbc%2cca%2cmv%2cwt%2cnt%2cpt%2cft&page=5&ipp=20
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Linda Beard, Chairperson 

SUNDAY CLASSES 
Every Sunday 9:45-10:45 a.m. 

                     October -December Schedule 
 
            Children & Youth Classes 
Nursery:  Infant to 2 years:  Amber Scott and Volunteers      Room 126 
Preschool ï Grade 5:  led by Donna Broomall, Lynda Imirie, Sue Dittler, 
      Judy Frailing, Rebecca Uselton, RoJane Bond, Terri Shea, Vickie Steffens    Room 129 
Grades 6-8:  Led by Matt Uselton          Room 207 
Youth ï Grades 8-12:  led by Maegan Mitchell        Room 206 
 
         Adult Small Group Studies 
Post-High Class:  Cast of Characters by Max Lucado, Led by Billie Jean Elmer               Church Library          
Lectionary Lessons, led by Class Members                                          Room 130 
The Story Continues: The Acts of the Apostles by J. Ellsworth Kalas,                 Room 106 
 led by Deb Broadwater     
Making Sense of the Bible, Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today    Room 112   
 by Adam Hamilton, led by Glen Cliborne 
Why I Am a United Methodist by Will Willimon, led by Mike Casey (Oct. & Nov.)    Conference Room 
Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph by Adam Hamilton,            Conference Room 
    led by Mike Casey (December) 
 
  

 WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY CLASSES 
Wednesdays 6-8PM 

 
Adult Classes      Childrenôs Classes:  ñBible Studies for Life Seriesò 
ALPHA, facilitated by David Lord   Pre-K  (Ages 3-6), led by Cindy Parker, Ellie Brockman 
Renovate, facilitated by Bill Hamilton  1st-3rd Grade, led by Becky Camden, Sally Heffernon 
Earn.Save.Give, facilitated by Larry Broomall 4th-5th Grade, led by Ann Marie Smith, Karen DeBord 
Grief Share, facilitated by Barry Pote  Youth: ñDiscussion on Christianityò, led by Maegan M. 
 
 
               WEEKDAY CLASSES 
 
Pastorôs Bible Study, Tuesday mornings at 9:30 a.m., The Gospel of Mark,     Room 106 
 led by David Lord 

Disciple Bible Studies Continuing - 
 Disciple I,  led by Lynda Imirie, Wednesdays, 1PM       Room 112 
 Disciple II, led by Deb Broadwater, Thursdays, 9AM      Room 112 
 Disciple V (Jesus in the Gospels), led by Linda Beard, Fridays, 9AM    Room 112 

Upper Room Fellowship 
 Thursdays, 8AM              Sugar & Slice, Westlake 
 Saturdays, 9AM                            Church Library 
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In September, we gave a lot of thought to Stewardship, and 
I hope you also considered how we are called to be good 
stewards of Godôs earthðby reducing pollution, conserving 
natural resources, improving air quality by reducing carbon 
emissions, refusing to purchase products that have more 
packaging around them than they have product in themðto 
name a few. 
 
Please consider how each of you can include environmental 
stewardship in your plans for next year.  We can all make 
changes in lifestyle that make a dif-
ference in the world around us and 

the world our grandchildren will inherit. 
 

 

Jon and Linda Gill 

Linda Gill was born in Greenville, NC.  In February of 2018, 
she settled in Moneta.  Linda is Don Blanchardôs sister.  Her 
son, Jon, was born in Raleigh.  Before moving to Moneta, the 
Gills lived in Greenville, NC. 

Doug Reas is a familiar face to Bethlehem.  His current 

home is in Reston, VA.  Every other weekend, he visits his 

mother, Carolyn, who lives at Runk & Pratt.  Doug plans to 

retire the first of 2019 from FDIC, fix up his townhouse, 

and continue to frequently visit his mother. 

Jon Gill is a new member of Bethlehem UMC joining with his 

mother, Linda, this summer. He is a graduate student at NC 

State, earning a masters in computer science in December 2019. 

Jon earned his Bachelors in Physics from East Carolina Univer-

sity.  While he has many hobbies, he loves the outdoors and 

watching Panthers football!   

Doug Reas 

Gini Milne 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=57&image_type=cl%2Cph%2Cpp%2Cbc%2Cca%2Cmv%2Cwt%2Cnt%2Cpt%2Cft
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Standing in a High Place 
 

Hardly a moment goes by anymore that we arenôt be-
ing constantly bombarded with views and opinions on 
current issues involving politics, sexuality, discrimi-
nation, and equality just to name a few.  Somehow, it 
seems that we have drifted away from the Word of 
God and seem confident in following our own paths 
of self-righteousness.  We hear that we are divided 
and yet we operate under the banner of ñunitedò ï 
both Church and Country.    
 
So I found myself in Luke and The Parable of the 
Pharisee and the Tax Collector, Luke 8: 9-14.  It is 
interesting to note, that this is the only parable the Je-
sus actually tells us ñwhoò this parable is addressed 
to.  
  
It begins  9 ñTo some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Je-
sus told this parableò.  I was reminded that people 
throughout history have placed trust in themselves, 
have been judgmental, have been condescending, and 
have been ñconfident of their own righteousnessò ra-
ther than humbling themselves before God. 
 
Before I continue, let me be perfectly clear, I am a 
sinner.  And I am not judging you, but guess what?  
You are a sinner too.  Unfortunately, we all are sin-
ners.  So, this parable tells us of two very different 
people heading into a place of worship to pray to God.  
It reads: 10 ñTwo men went up to the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collec-
tor. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 
óGod, I thank you that I am not like other peopleð
robbers, evildoers, adulterersðor even like this tax 
collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I 
get.ò   Notice the Pharisee stands by himself, not as-
sociating with anyone else.  He was standing in a high 
place looking down on others and actually praising 
himself, thanking God, that he was not like those sin-
ners.  In other words, he is saying: ñI love my life, my 
position, my virtues, and all of my goodness. I am 
better than most.ò 

And then we have the Tax Collector.  And the Tax 
Collector is also in the Temple to pray.  13 ñBut the 
tax collector stood at a distance. He would not 
even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 
said, óGod, have mercy on me, a sinner.ô  Notice 
here, the Tax Collector stood ñat a distanceò.  He 
was fully aware of his sins and was confessing and 
humbling himself.  He cried for Godôs mercy, ful-
ly understanding of his brokenness and his need 
for God in his life.  And then Jesus says:  ñI tell 
you that this man, rather than the other, went 
home justified before God.  Justified; made right-
eous in the sight of God.  Wow!  Two men.  Two 
very different prayers.  And Jesus says: ñFor all 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.ò 
 
When we stand in a high place and admire ñwhere 
we areò, it is likely the time to stand in front of the 
mirror and do an honest self-evaluation.  Are we 
the face of God or are we standing alone on a box 
of self-righteousness looking down and judging 
others?  Which of these two men are we?   I know 
one thing for sure, the high place is reserved for 
Him. 
 
 by Bill Daly 

Whatõs new 
on the 
church  
website 

 
 

BethlehemUnitedMethodist.org  
 

¶ This Newsletter  
 

¶ Small group studies on  
Sunday and during the week 

 
¶ Calendar events you donõt 

want to miss 
 

¶ Photo Directory:  
Whoõs Who 

 
é.all at your finger tips! 
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First, we want to be among the first to welcome Maegan Mitchell back as Director of Children, Youth and 
Families here at Bethlehem United Methodist Church. While I did not know her when she worked here a few 
years back, I got to meet with Maegan and get to know her through the interview process. I feel we are 
blessed to have someone with such depth of experience in this field and so passionate about our childrenôs 
spiritual development. Iôm looking forward to working alongside her in the months to come! 
 
Our childrenôs first event in October 20, when our children and youth have been invited to prepare food, set 
up Fellowship Hall and help with cleanup for our 3rd Sunday Fellowship time. Each child will be offered 
the opportunity to prepare a dish Saturday night to share with our church family on Sunday. Any children or 
youth who are interested in participating should coordinate with Tad Parker. 
 
And of course, it is October which means Halloween, which means safe Trick-or-Treat. This year's event is 
scheduled for Friday, October 26, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Families with children are encouraged to host a 
table, and a sign-up sheet is posted outside the church office. As always, church members are invited to do-
nate individually wrapped candies or trinkets that can be passed out to trick or treaters who come to our door. 
A candy donation collection box will be placed in the Narthex through October 20. 
 
These are just a few of the programs we offer our children here at Bethlehem, and getting the kiddos in-
volved cultivates a feeling of ownership. 
 

 
 

  

 
The Bethlehem Book Club met Monday, September 10 at 11:30 am with 
seven members present.  Sue Whitney did a super job of leading the discus-
sion on the book, And the Shofar Blew by Francine Rivers.  We even lis-
tened to a recording of the shofar blowing! 
 
Our next meeting will be Monday, November 12, at 11:30 am in Room 
112.  Donna Broomall will lead the discussion of the book, The Dressmak-
er of Khair Khana by Gayle Lemmon.  This is a story of the struggle of 
women in the mid-east under the reign of  terror by the Taliban. They used 
their skills and were able to survive in a place where women were not val-
ued.  Come and join us .  All are welcome. 
 

If you are reading ahead, our January book is A Memory of Violets by Hazel Gaynor, leader to be 
determined (we still need a volunteer). 

 Sandra Richardson 

Tad Parker 

We donôt want to be the church where our kids go; 
we want to be the church where they belong.  
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0ÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÁÉÓÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÚÅÇÅÄ 5-#  
/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ʭʩʬʳ 

Our Bethlehem church family has made a covenant with 
our partner church, Szeged UMC, Szeged Hungary, to 
pray for each other.  Each month we exchange prayers 
and praises.  Always remember to lift up in prayer and 
praise our brothers and sisters in Szeged, Hungary. 

We glorify God for the gift of faith that we can know Jesus Christ as our Savior.  
 
We would like to have this strong faith 
..when we talk to someone about our Godôs love 
..when we pray for renewal in our congregation 
..when we pray for more committed church members 
..when we are in trouble because of illness, mourning, loneliness, unemployment etc. 
..when we beg for the worldôs misery 

 
Please pray with us for our Thanksgiving Worship Service, October 7. It will be a special occasion for us 
because the national radio of Hungary will broadcast this worship service live. May the Gospel touch the 
listenersô hearts!  
 

Dear BUMC, we always think of you with a thankful heart! May our Lord be with you 
 and reward you when you seek Him earnestly. 

I am sending our pastorôs and the whole congregationôs warm greetings. 
 

Love,  
Judit Abraham 
 

And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes 
to him must believe that he exists  
and that he rewards those  
who earnestly seek him. 

 
Hebrews 11:6 

We would like to thank our BUMC family for 
your prayers and generous donations. Without 

your love and support, we would not have had the 
opportunity to experience Denmark and Sweden. 
Channing received fantastic soccer training from 

European coaches, and we both enjoyed learning 
the Danish and Swedish cultures.   

 
Channing and his teammates competed in the 
GOTHIA CUP, the largest youth soccer tourna-
ment in the world. He competed against teams 
from Denmark, Sweden, Tunisia, and Lebanon 
and returned home top goal scorer of his 
team.  Once again, a very heartfelt thank you for 
an experience we will never forget. 
 
Sincerely,  Channing and Marlon Scott 
 
 


